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DETAILED ACTIONS 
Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in foreign Application No. 2001- 
103608, filed on 04/02/2001. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 2, 6: From the limitation "from the result of the analysis deciding 
whether to transmit the electronic document to some other destination device or 
deciding the destination of the electronic document that is to be relayed," it is not clear 
as to what exactly is intended by the limitation. To the Examiner, the two elements of 
the "OR" means the same thing. Deciding to transmit is similar in scope as deciding the 
destination to relay it to. There may be an error due to grammatical structure of the 
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sentence and word choice. The Examiner will construe the limitation to mean "to 
transmit or relay the electronic document." 

The other claims are rejected by virtue of their dependencies. 

Claims 1-6: The limitation "electronic document" seems to encompass an 
electronic message or any one line log message as explained in paragraph [0016 - 
0018]. The word document might be misused to mean message instead of a long 
messages in a document. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1 , 2, 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Costales et al (US Patent 6,044,395). 

Claim(s) 1,2,6: Costales teaches a device for exchanging electronic documents 

between a plurality of devices, the device comprising: 

an analyzing unit which analyzes electronic document received from a source 
device, from the result of this analysis decides whether to transmit the electronic 
document to some other destination device or decide the destination of the 
electronic document that is to be relayed (this limitation is construed in 1 12(2"^) 
section above) (col. 4, lines 13-15 and FIG. 3, ref. 301; wherein FIG. 3, reference 
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301 is the analyzing unit that analyzes a group of messages and determine if the 
messages are conducive to transmission); 

a dividing/merging unit which divides or merges documents to be relayed (col. 2, 
lines 33-59 and FIG. 3, ref. 204, 306, 312; wherein information common to 
multiple e-mail messages is sent as common content chunks but merged into 
many different e-mail messages at the final destination) in accordance with a 
predetermined length of the electronic document and allowable stay times for 
respective destination device (col. 9, lines 35-63); and 

a transmitting unit which transmits the divided or merged electronic document to 
the destination device (FIG. 2, ref. 202). 

Claim(s) 4: Costales teaches the device in claim 2, wherein 

said transmitting unit converts the electronic document into a format that is 
acceptable to the destination device (col. 10, lines 24-31; wherein the 
transmitting unit contacts the receiving computer and transmit each line of data in 
MMTP format before sending it out). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Costales 

as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Inoue (US Patent 5,694,543). 

Claim(s) 3: Costales teaches the device in claim 2, but fails to teach 

a cutoff unit which stops the flow of transmission of the electronic document 
when the number electronic documents generated within a predetermined time 
exceeds a predetermined value. 

Inoue, in an analogous art, teaches sending a stop message to the substitution 
response section via the network to stop the transmission of response for polling 
request from the server unit when the monitor time exceeds a predetermined 
time (col. 3, lines 30-35). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to combine Costales' system of transmitting 
analyzed and merged or combined content chunks and include Inoue's 
substitution section of stopping transmission of polling request when the monitor 
time exceed the predetermined time, for the advantage of cost efficiency in using 
a substitution system (col. 2, lines 18-40). 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Costales 
as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Mercola et al (US Patent 4,959,833). 
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Claim(s) 5: Costales teaches the device in claim 2, and a dividing/merging unit that 
merges a plurality of electronic documents into a single electronic document that has a 
length which is equal to or less than a predetermined length within the allowable stay 
time, but fails to teach 

storing or keeping electronic document in a waiting list until the allowable stay 

time has elapsed. 

Mercola, in an analogous art, teaches storing original message block in a buffer 
for a length of time (allowable stay time) and transmit the message block after 
that period of time. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to combine Costales' system of transmitting analyzed 
and merged content chunks with Mercola's unit of storing the message until a 
length to transmit the message, for the advantage of efficiently retransmitting the 
data block or message (col. 2, lines 30-38). 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tan Lien whose telephone number is (571) 272-3883. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30am to 6pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached at (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 305-3718. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [tan.lien@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 11 95 OG 
89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 
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